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ABSTRACT

Mnesarete pudica (Hagen in Selys, 1853) Cowley, 1934 one of the most
beautiful Brazilian damselflies\is restudied based on large amount of
specimens and localities belonging to the 'Museu Nacional" (Rio de Ja-
neiro) collection.

Supported by statistical and geographic analysis the author con-
cludes that the species is a polytipic one including two allopatric
subspecies with some hybridation small areas of sympatry. Interspecific
and intergeneric relationships are discussed and a tentative of a Gond-
wanic interpretation for explaning the present geographic distribution
of the Agrionidae is offered. Drawings, graphics, tables, color and

black-white photographs and maps are added.
RESUMO

0 autor estudou Mnesarete pudica (Hagenin Selys,1853) Cowley, 1934,
um dos mais belos zigopteros brasileiros pela coloragao vermelha eosina
de suas asas, utilizando copioso material acumulado na colecao de Odo-
natos do Museu Nacional.

Apos estudos estatisticos e geograficos concluiu tratar-se de es-—
pecie politipica, com duas subespecies alopatricas e alguns focos de
hibridagao. Sao tambem abordadas as relagoes interespecificas e inter-
genéricas do taxon mencionado com tentativa de interpretagao Gonduanica
para explicar a atual distribuigao geografica da familia Agrionidae.Sao
fornecidos desenhos, graficos, tabelas, fotografias em preto e branco e
coloridas e mapas em apoio as conclusces estabelecidas.
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