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A review of a ll nam es associated with the Dicteriadidae (co rrected spelling for 
Dicterias tida e) shows that only 2 genera. each monotypic , are valid . A stud y of over 
125 specimens revealed remarkabl e intra specific variabilit y in venational characters 
fo rmerly co nsidered stabl e and conservati ve. The valid species are Diu erias atro san-
guinea Sei. and Heliocharis ama zona Sei. Neocharis. ChariiOpt en ·x. and C1·anochari s 
are new synonyms of Heliocharis. Heliocharis hraziliensis Hag.. H. lihera Sei.. 
Cran ocharis valga Needh am, and Neoc haris cothurnaw Foer ster are new synon yms 
of Heliocharis ama zona. Not es on biology and an annotat ed biblio g raph y are 
includ ed. 

INTRODUCT!ON 

A group of damselflies unique to South America and referred to in most recent 
Iiterature as Dicteriastidae or Heliocharitidae has had an extraordinarily tangled 
taxonomic histor y in five languages . A total of 3 family names, 5 genus names, 
and 9 species names have been associated with the group . All of the species were 
described from only I to 3 specimens , with the descriptions based mostly on wing 
venation ; no species was differentiated from another on the basis of body 
morphology, including genitalia. Unfortunately, the venation in this group is 
variable , even in conservative characters considered stable in other Odonata. 

Specimens of this family are generallyrare in collections, but are of consider-
able phylogenetic interest (FRASER , 1957). Basedon a study of aB Iiterature on 
the group , and of over 125 specimens. I believe that only 2 valid species, each in a 
monotypic genus, have been described in this family. Theseare the first 2 species 
described in the group , Dicrerias arrosanguinea and Heliocharis amazona, both 
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