
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)Zootaxa  3780 (2): 347 · 364  

ZOOTAXA
www.mapress.com / zootaxa /

Article
Copyright © 2014 Magnolia Press ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)

http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3780.2.7

http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:72C52670-4454-46D3-8D71-9BC8E8A98434
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Abstract

Oxystigma williamsoni Geijskes, 1976 is synonymized with Oxystigma petiolatum  (Selys, 1862), based on a reexamina-

tion of an extensive series of both taxa identified by D. Geijskes in the RMNH. Illustrations of the variability for both taxa 

and illustrations, maps, and keys for all species are provided.
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Resumen

Oxystigma williamsoni  Geijskes, 1976 se sinonimiza con Oxystigma petiolatum  (Selys, 1862), sobre la base de una reex-

aminación de una extensa serie de ambos taxa identificados por D. Geijskes en el RMNH. Se proveen ilustraciones de la 

variabilidad de ambos taxa e ilustraciones, mapas y claves para todas las especies.
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Introduction

Williamson (1919) described Oxystigma cyanofrons  from three males and two females from Wismar and 

Tumatumari, British Guiana (now Guyana) and redescribed O. petiolatum  (Selys) based on six males and seven 

females from Guyana, French Guiana, and Pará State, Brazil. The differences between these two taxa were 

mentioned only in his key to species of his Group 4; he did not provide further diagnoses between these two species 

under his species accounts and he mentioned no differences between the male cerci. However, under O. petiolatum , 

Williamson (1919) noted potential variability within the species, stating: "The above notes are intended to 

supplement de Selys' description of both sexes from Santarém, Brazil. As might be expected some differences in 

color between the British Guianan and Brazilian specimens are indicated."

Geijskes (1976) revised components of the megapodagrionid (now heteragrionid) genus Oxystigma  Selys and 

provided a clarification of its generic status, emphasizing its differences from the closely related Heteragrion

Selys. He examined and described in detail the syntypic series of Oxystigma petiolatum  and designated a male as 

lectotype. He also provided figures of the lectotype but mentioned no other material belonging to this species. 

Besides treating O. cyanofrons , he described O. williamsoni  as new from Pontji Creek, Zanderij, Suriname, and 

included another 64 males and 42 females from 21 unspecified localities all from Suriname. He also included under 

this name three males and a female from Rio Gurupi, Pará, Brazil, and included a male determined as O. petiolatum

from Manaus, Amazonas Sate, Brazil, collected and identified by Williamson in 1922 donated to the IRSN. Finally, 

Geijskes included the two Pará males examined by Williamson under his new species.

Over the last several years, I have seen and collected material I identified as O. petiolatum  from Rondônia 

State, Brazil, based on characters given by Geijskes (1976). These specimens seemed to fit the characters employed 

by Geijskes (1976) in his key to species. Later, I examined a few more specimens from Guyana, French Guiana, 
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