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XVIII.  ·  T H E D R A G O N F L Y - F A U N A OF  TRINIDAD  IN T H E  BRITISH 

W E S T INDIES,  ( O D O N A T A ) . 

B Y D. C.  GEIJSKES.  LEIDEN,  H O L L A N D . WITH  18  TEXTFIGURES. 

The origin  of the  present paper  is  based on two  large collections  of 
Odonata, recently made  in  Trinidad.  The  first  one is my own  collection 
brought  home  from  my  stay in  the  island  in  July  and  August 1929, con-
taining  several hundreds  of  specimens from different localities. The second 
one is  that  of Dr. E . M .  W A L K E R in  Toronto Ontario, generously sent 
to me for  examination.  It  also contains many hundreds  of  individuals, 
collected  in the  island in Sangre Grande  by  G. BELMONTES  in 1930 and 1931. 

Lateron  in 1931 and '32 two  sendings  of the  same collector were 
received  for my  collection,  by  which  it was  enlarged  by  some  rare  and 
not  yet  represented species.  It may be  interesting  to  know that duplicates 
of most  of  the species  in my  collection  are  handed over to's Rijks Museum 
van Natuurlijke Historie  at  Leiden. 

In the  following account  I  have attempted  to  gather  up all  notes 
and indications  of  all Odonata which have been recorded from  Trinidad, 

or which  are  otherwise known  to me to  occur  in  this country. Therefore 
it  must  be  understood  as a  foundation,  by  which future discoveries  will 

prove to be  facilitated  and as it  makes  our  view  on the  fauna  of  this 
island  more complete,  a  useful contribution  to our  poor  knowledge  of 
the Lesser  Antilles. 

Attention  must  be  called  to the  important results  of E . B. W I L L I A M S O N , 

who visited  the  island  in 1912  during  a  collecting  trip  in the  West 
Indies  with  his father the late L . A .  W I L L I A M S O N and B . J .  R A I N E Y . 

A rich  collection  of  Odonata  was  brought  home  by  these gentlemen,  of 
which  since many particularities have been recorded. The first contribution 
to the  Odonate-fauna  of  Trinidad  was  furnished  by J .  H .  H A R T in the 
Entomological Register  for the  year (Ann. Rep.  Roy.  Bot.  Gard.  Trinidad, 

June  1891,  p. 9, 1892) in a  list  of 9  species (8  Libellul.,  1  Agrion.), 
names only.  A  footnote  at the  bottom  of  that  page  would imply, that 
they were identified  at the  British  Museum.  The  only Agrionine here 
mentioned  is  Argia modesta De  Selly  (A.  modesta  de  Selys),  of  which 
the identification  is  probably wrong  and  must apparently  be  replaced  by 
Argia difficilis  Selys,  as  since  modesta  has  never been  met  with. 

The following reports  in  reference  to the  Odonata  of  Trinidad,  are 
made in  working  up the  collection Williamson, published  in  different 
papers as  follows: 


