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ABSTRACT 

Description of Leptagrion bocainense Santos, 1978 abro 
meliad coenagrionid (Odonata: Coenagrionidae) 

This specie s former ly descr i  bed shortly and printed as a short 
note by SANTOS (1978) is now full described based on male imago es cal 
lected as adults in nature and on a female imago ec l oded in la borat ory 
of a epiphytic bromel iad nymph coming from t he National Park of Bocaina 
Mountain, São Paulo Sta te . 

The bromeliad habita t of the nymphs of the genus Leptagrion 
Sely  s , 1876 was pointed by SANTOS (1962) for t he first time . Lat e r 
SANTOS (1966) be s ide s confi  rmi ng this vi  ewpoint s ugges ts the genus Lep_ 
tagrion may point the evolu c ionary way f o llowed by the family Pseud os 
t igmati dae thr  ough t  he family Coenagrionidae and not through any stock 
of Megapodagrionidae as has benn suggested by FRASER (1957) . The obser 
vation of KIAUTA (1972 ) that the c aryo type of Leptagrion and Mecistogas 
ter as r epresentant s of dif  fe rent families both breedin g in th e bro 
mel ias is, no d oubt , o nl y in  cid  entally, may indeed poi nt real phylo g~ 
netic in terrelat  i o ns. 

INTRODUÇÃO 

A presença de larvas de odona t as na agua cont i da nas bai nha s 
das folhas de bromê li  as foi pr imeiramen te cons tatada por KNAB (CF. PI 
CADO, 1913) em Córdoba , M êxico , cabendo a CALVERT (1910 e 1911) cr ia-
las atê ã eclosão f in al e identificá  -  las como Meeistogaster modestus 
SELYS, 1 860 (Pseudostigmatida e) . WESTFALL (in Laess l e , 196 1) i dentifi 
cou larva s de Dieeratobasis macr ogast er (SELYS, 185 1) e de Erythrodipl-ax 
sp . em bromêlia s da Jama i ca e r  es pectiv ament e das famíli  as Coenagr i o 
nidae e Libelludida  e . SANTOS (1962) mencion a a p oss ibl  i dade das espe 
cies do gênero Leptagrion SELYS, 1876 cr  ia r em em bromêl i  as , hip ót ese 
confirmada em 1966 em no t a publ i  cada e apôs cri  ar algumas espê cies atê 
a ecdis e f  inal, quando aven t ou a hip ótese f ilogenêti  ca seg undo a qual 
os Pseud os tigma t idae teriam se originado a par tir dos cenag ri  onÍd eo s 
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